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Senate Meth Roundtable
Opening Statement
Senator Max Baucus
January 23, 2006
I am glad to be here today to participate in the Meth Project Roundtable. I'd
like to begin by thanking all the panelists for attending this event and sharing
their stories with us. You are doing a terrific job fighting the meth battle.
I'd also like to welcome the folks at home in Montana. I'm very excited that
we can all participate in this important and necessary discussion together. I
look forward to your questions and comments throughout today's
roundtable.
The methamphetamine problem in this country desperately needs attention.
Methamphetamine abuse has increased dramatically in recent years,
reaching all corners of the United States.
The effects of meth on families and communities across the nation are
devastating. I personally understand meth's destructive effects in my home
state of Montana. Meth has such a dramatic impact on the lives and
families of Montanans.
TELL BECKY's BASEMENT STORY.
I want to emphasize how deeply committed I am to this issue. I have
worked hard to get Montana into the Rocky. Mountain HIDTA so we could
get more dollars for our law enforcement officials. We needed this funding
so we could more effectively combat meth.
And over the past year I have met with groups of students and law
enforcement officials to talk about the dangers of meth. I've listened to their
stories. And I am working on solutions. In Montana, I am focusing on the
meth problem on three fronts simultaneously: 1) education and prevention,
2) working with law enforcement, and 3) enhancing treatment programs.
am eager to share my ideas with you and hear your suggestions.
I look forward to this afternoon's Town Hall - to listen and to learn more
I
about how we can work together to fix the meth problem in our country.
Senate Meth Roundtable
Closing Statement
Senator Max Baucus
January 23, 2006
I'd like to thank our participants again for sharing their stories and their
expertise in this issue. This type of collaboration is necessary to create
viable solutions to the meth problem.
I am committed to working on legislation that helps help communities
devastated by meth. I was pleased to co-sponsor the Combat Meth Act last
year and successfully work on funding efforts for Montana law enforcement.
I promise to work with my colleagues this year to pass the Combat Meth Act
and ensure that we, here, on Capitol Hill work with you out in the field to
solve the meth problem.
To the folks out in Montana, I wanted to let you know that I am planning a
series of Meth Town Hall meetings in March. I look forward to meeting you
all in person and continuing this discussion.
We must do something to stop this growing addiction among our
community. I know law enforcement officers depend on us.
Methamphetamine addicts depend on us. And children of methamphetamine
users depend on us.
Thank you.
